Preface

The 29th International Conference on Japanese Language Teaching was held on
26-27 August, 2016, and lasted all together 4 days (transit days included).

I am very pleased that we had the opportunity of holding this historic plenary ses-
sion, which was jointly hosted by both the Faculty of Philology at the University of Bel-
grade in Serbia and by Andricgrad (Andric Institute) in Bosnia and Herzegovina, which
is a very historic place in itself.

I sincerely thank you for your participation, For some participants, this was their
first time, while others have repeatedly come from many distant countries and different
institutions in order to take part in all of our previous conferences. Therefore, I would like
to cordially extend my deep thanks to all of you. I was able to share valuable informa-
tion and opinions throughout those research presentations and practical reports that were
presented by a number of teachers. And, I was able to talk to those teachers who special-
ize in various fields, even up to the completion of the conference. This event was a truly
wonderful experience that I deem will also be fruitful in the future.

One of the great points of this conference was the fact that we were able to connect
with those professors and teachers who were involved in Japanese language education,
and who are actively engaged in this field throughout the world. In addition, a friendly
atmosphere prevailed during the conference as some participants brought their family
members with them, while others became friends during the conference sessions. More-
over, during that time, we learned wonderful news: Professor Murata and Professor Lee
have become engaged to be married. As a result, during this conference, we have once
again experignced that the Japanese language, as with other languages, is a significant
tool;a tool that can even be used to connect people’s hearts.

In the capacity as its organizer, along with all the staff of the Uni versity of Belgrade
and Andricgrad (Andric [nstitute), | have invested the greatest efforts possible for the suc-
cessful realization of this conference. | sincerely regret if there were any shortcomings,
but | myself was otherwise extremely delighted to see a lot of smiles from those partici-
pants who were here this summer.

I would like to express my utmost gratitude to all those teachers and staff members
who were involved, especially to Professor Wakai who skillfully put our Conference Pro-
ceedings together.

I wholeheartedly hope that the International Conference on Japanese Language
Teaching will continue to develop in the future. I thank all of you most kindly.

Very respectfully yours,
December 2016

Prof. Ljiljana Markovic, Ph.D.
Dean of the Faculty of Philology,
University of Belgrade
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